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researches of M, and Madame Curie opened up. The dis-

covery of radium did indeed revolutionise scientific ideas.
One of the discoverers has now been snatched away by
death but his marvellous work remains, and M. Curie’s name
will receive homage and veneration I from one generation to
another." 

____

PLUMBISM FROM THE ADMINISTRATION OF

ACETATE OF LEAD IN MEDICINAL DOSES.

IN American Medicine of March 31st Dr. William Pepper
has reported a case of plumbism due to an unusual cause-
the administration of lead in medicinal doses. A teamster,
aged 53 years, was admitted into hospital on August 28tb,
1905, for chronic diarrhoea. He complained of pain in the
abdomen and tenesmus. The abdomen was tense and rigid
but not tender. There was a marked blue line on the gums.
The urine contained a little albumin and a few granular and
numerous hyaline casts. For a few days the abdominal pain
was severe. After admission there was no diarrhoea and in

spite of the administration of magnesium sulphate there was
only one stool daily. On Sept. 15th the abdominal pain had
disappeared. The patient had never handled lead or paint
or, so far as could be ascertained, come into contact

with lead in any form, but during the summer he
had taken for diarrhoea one-grain doses of acetate of
lead which was prescribed in the form of a mixture. The
exact amount of lead taken could not be ascertained, but as
he suffered during the summer months from severe diarrhoea
with an average of about ten stools daily it was estimated
that he took several drachms of acetate of lead. A similar
case was previously recorded in American Medicine of
Oct. 14th, 1905, by Dr. Arneill. In a case of dysentery he
prescribed acetate of lead. It was thought that the patient
took from two to two and a half drachms of acetate of lead
in five or six weeks. He had a typical blue line on the gums
and suffered intensely from colic, which was relieved after
ten days’ treatment. These cases show the necessity of
caution in prescribing lead for any length of time.

THE STERILISATION OF CATGUT.

IN an article which was published in a recent issue of the
Areltives de M&eacute;decine et de Pharmacie Militaires Surgeon-
Major J. Tanton describes an inexpensive and easily carried
out process which he has devised for rendering catgut per-
manently sterile without in the least impairing its surgical
efficiency. The numberless methods suggested for sterilising
ligatures which come to light every day show plainly, he
says, that this question, so important to the practising
surgeon, has not as yet received final elucidation. It would

take up too much space, he adds, to give a complete list of
these methods, and, moreover, no good purpose would be
served thereby, inasmuch as the great majority of

them has been abandoned. A few are left that give excel-
lent results, but of these some are proprietary, whilst others
of which the mode of preparation has been made public
require special and elaborate apparatus for their production
and are therefore unsuitable for small hospitals which for
the most part do not possess either an autoclave or a Pasteur
stove. Having on several occasions experienced disappoint-
ment when trusting to the catgut supplied from depart-
mental sources Surgeon-Major Tanton was led to investigate
the manufacture of the article and accordingly instituted a
series of experiments which occupied him for more than a
year. The problem at issue was’ the production by some
simple and inexpensive process of surgical catgut whereof
the sterility would be absolute, while at the same time its
strength and flexibility were fully maintained. The
finished article produced under these conditions was

tested for upwards of a year in a military hospital
in Algeria and also by a brother officer of the

inventor, Surgeon-Major Folly of Eoleah, the results

in both cases being highly satisfactory. Surgeon-
Major Tanton’s method of procedure is as follows, the

sterilising agent finally selected by him being iodine
dissolved in acetone. The catgut of commerce must first be
completely denuded of grease. To effect this the operator
begins by rubbing it briskly with a pad of absorbent cotton-
wool that has been steeped in ligroine. He next rolls it

loosely in a single layer round small glass rods or tubes and
places these in a flask of ligroine where he leaves them for
about 20 days. The rods are then taken out and exposed to’
the air for about 24 hours or until the ligroine has

evaporated. They are then placed in a 2 per cent.
solution of iodo-acetone contained in a wide-mouthed

yellow flask (previously sterilised by means of boiling
water) which must be kept hermetically closed. After

standing for a month in a dark place the rolls of

catgut are transferred with sterilised pincers to a

flask of 90&deg; alcohol for storage until required. When first.
taken out of the iodo-acetone the catgut is hard and some-
what brittle but the spirit soon removes the excess of iodine
left by the evaporation of the acetone and restores flexibility.
In order to test the sterility of the iodo-acetonised catgut
specimens were soiled with various cultures, including
staphylococcus aureus, streptococcus pyogenes, the bacillus-
of Yersin, bacillus subtilis, and bacillus mesentericus, and
in every case sterility was perfectly maintained. Even when

trampled under foot the ligatures did not lose their

neutrality. Iodo-acetone vapour irritates the conjunctiva.
and causes excessive lacrymation but this defect is removecl
by the alcohol. -

A TELEGRAM from the Governor of Hong-Kong received at-
the Colonial Office on April 18th states that for the week
ending April 14th there were 21 cases of plague and 23
deaths from the disease. For the week ending April 21st
there were 44 cases and 37 deaths. At Brisbane the official
bulletin of the Department of Public Health, Queensland,
states that for the week ending March 17th no case of

plague was notified, the last case notified having occurred
on March 6th. 

____ 

’

THE King has granted to Mr. Reginald Gower Kirton,
M.D. Lond., principal medical officer of the Egyptian Prisons
Administration, His Majesty’s Royal authority to wear the
Insignia of the Fourth Class of the Imperial Ottoman Order
of the Osmanieh, which decoration has been conferred upon
him by His Highness the Khedive of Egypt, authorised by
His Imperial Majesty the Sultan of Turkey, in recognition of
valuable services rendered by him.

THE King has been graciously pleased to sanction the
following appointments to the Order of the Hospital of
St. John of Jerusalem in England :-To be Knights of
Grace: John Samuel Griffiths, M.RC.S.Eng., L.R.C.P.

Lond. ; Ernest Laurie Robinson, M.R.C.S.Eng., L.RC.P.
Lond. ; Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel Frederick William

Gibbon, V.D. ; and Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel Edward

Cureton, V.D. 
-

THE President of the Local Government Board, accom-
panied by his private secretary and Dr. E. J. Steegmann,
secretary to the Royal Commission on Tuberculosis, visited
on Friday the farms and laboratories at Stansted, Essex,
where the research work of the Royal Commission is being
carried on, with the generous cooperation of the proprietor,
Sir James Blyth. 

-

THE festival dinner of the City of London Hospital for
Diseases of the Ctiest will be held at the Trocad&eacute;ro

Restaurant, Piccadilly-circus, London, on Friday, May llth,


